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     Coleford Town Council

 
       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                  Tuesday 10th March 2026
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber

                                        Minutes

Present: Cllrs M Cox (Chair), R Drury, S Cox, M Beard
                L Jayne – Assistant Clerk (minute taking)

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs C Elsmore and J Templeton
2. To declare interest on items on the agenda
All Cllrs present declared a pecuniary interest on item 11, Local Plan (RLP31)
3. To allow dispensation requests 
Two new dispensation requests had been received from Cllr R Drury and Cllr M Beard. 
The requests were reviewed and granted by the Town Clerk as Proper Officer.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 24 Feb 2026
Amendment to item 8a, to replace location from Coleford cinema to the end of Mushet Walk in Market Place. 
Cllr S Cox proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate account. 
Cllr R Drury seconded, and Cllr M Cox signed a copy of the minutes. 
5. To raise matters from the minutes of 24 Feb 2026
Page 1, item 7: J Baker, Flood Risk Management Officer stated the situation at Thurstons Rise regarding the control valve, is unknown.

6. There were no members of public present

HIGHWAYS

7. To update Highways tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
Roadworks at Feta Hill complete to a good standard
It was noted that debris is being disturbed and kicked up, impacting accessibility for wheelchair users. Office to report to Highways
Ellwood TRO: No objection. It was noted that there is a bend which needs to be taken into consideration; however, we are aware there is provision for enforcing the speed limit, which should be maintained.
VAS Cameras: Contractor has a schedule, which we will review in a few months.  
8. To consider correspondence
Noted by members

PLANNING

9. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal

	P0211/26/DISCON
	Land At Ellwood Road Coleford Milkwall
	Discharge of condition 13 (SuDS management and maintenance plan) of planning permission P2100/21/FUL.

	The requirements of the Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) should be complied with, and monitored. It should be specifically noted that within the Plan, where swales are installed, the grass must be removed by hand.

	

	P0181/26/DISCON
	Land Adjacent To Poolway Farm Gloucester Road Coleford Gloucestershire
	Discharge of condition 06 (Construction Environmental Management Plan - Biodiversity) of planning permission P0372/24/FUL

	Flood risk has not been addressed and there has been no Risk Assessment provided in relation to this. GCC as the Local Flood Authority should be consulted, particularly in relation to the construction of the roundabout, as the remainder of the site includes flood mitigation measures.
Timescales: It is understood that the development timescale is not six years, but closer to three years, based on permission given .

	

	P0176/26/FUL
	The Royal Forest Factory Rock Lane Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 8JB
	Erection of a warehouse extension and associated works

	This is supported in principle as it conforms to CE2, where investment in improving  the local economy is concerned. Mitigation measures have been identified in relation to the loss of biodiversity, and noise considerations have also been acknowledged. Overall, the benefits of the development are considered to be significant, and it is noted that the proposal has been considered from a climate perspective: see CTC climate adaptation plan also.

	

	P0179/26/LD1
	Gage Barn, Gage Farm, Newland, Coleford
	Application under Section 191 to establish that Gage Barn can be occupied for residential
purposes independently of any Class B1 (E) uses in breach of conditions (e) and (f) of
planning consent P0740/99/FUL

	The Town Council notes Policy LD1 and leaves the final determination to the Planning Authority. 



10. To note recent planning appeals and decisions, and comment as necessary
Decisions: 
Erection of a Class 7 MOT bay, workshop and preparation building for motorhome servicing.
Area 2 Crucible Close Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 8RE
Ref. No: P1064/25/FUL | Received: Mon 25 Aug 2025 | Validated: Thu 18 Sep 2025 | Status: Consent

Noted by members

11. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects for FC discussion re FoDDC Local Plan and draft response and make recommendations where necessary
Local Plan consultation Information link: https://fdean.objective.co.uk/kpse/event/45FB07ED-ECAD-4D8F-B2F3-537042AD723A
Consultation for the Revised Draft Local Plan runs from 4th February until 18th March.

a) To update on the 1-hour online call held Friday 27th February at 10am 
Several questions were raised during the call, which remain under consideration and will need to be addressed in the response.
b) To update on any additional information from the in-person event for Coleford: Wednesday, 4th March at FoDDC Offices, 3pm – 6pm
Attendance was good, with a well-presented display and both Councillors and Officers available to engage with attendees.



Part A: (not related to sites): Cllr M Cox noted her dispensation. 

Key Discussion Points
• Support was given for the one or more new settlements option.
• Reference was made to sustainable development (Point 9).
• The need to secure contributions towards infrastructure was highlighted.
• The size and grouping of developments were noted, with emphasis on achieving a balance between consistent growth and protecting the natural environment.
• The potential to reduce numbers slightly by increasing density elsewhere.
• Newent and Cinderford remain under consideration. Both are expected to accommodate a share of development. Concerns were raised regarding the impact on the natural environment. A need for solidarity across settlements was identified.
• Noted typo in RLP9 (planned).

Part B: RLP31 – Coalway Road
Councillors declared interests in this item due to residing on Coalway Road. Dispensations had been granted, allowing those Members to remain in the meeting and take part in discussions.
Members spoke on the item in a factual manner. It was noted that, in line with the dispensation, they would remain seated, listen, and contribute where appropriate.
Reference was also made to Parkend Walk, noting comparable layouts and gated access.

c) To update on the Active Travel Strategy 
Ongoing

d) To update on Section 106 

12. To update re. Active Travel planning application - P1583/25/FUL and make recommendations as necessary
An update was provided on the GCC Highways visit – Ongoing discussions being held. 
Noted by members. 

13. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary
To be reported back at Full Council. 

14. To update on the Government Consultation on Housing Estate Management (Hunts Grove Motion 2023) and make recommendations as necessary 
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reducing-the-prevalence-of-private-estate-management-arrangements/reducing-the-prevalence-of-private-estate-management-arrangements? 

To check the deadline for submission. 

15. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
Reference was made to the Local Government Bulletin - Planning guidance: letters to chief planning officers


Meeting end: 12: 17pm
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All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
Coleford Town Council Making a Difference
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